ed, bug
used to
om, we

eing 60
1 of his
0 miles
Was nog

he mate
position
prevent
e-tackle
en were
1 off the
pted to

nable to
Mnan saw
) struck,

was not
-~ that he
f 10 be.
ted with
| was not
were not
utes the
en. used
> warned
ing him
th.

1aster of
oy result
ny lives,
ef officer
 get into
5, as the
he boats
fe-saving

here she
llowance
> verified
uld have
, and was
| & course
rtunately
nd hence
and the
wadg Ccon-
s vessel,
a serious
s we feel

the case,
previous
for three

Judge.

3€8807T'S.

OFFICIAL COPY.

(No. 8578.)
“HECTOR” (8.8)

The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876.

Tx the matter of a formal Investigation held at the
Town Hall, North Shields, on the 17th and 18th
days of July 1888, before (3roreE CLEueH and
A. H. Hiii, Esquires, assisted by Captains Hore
and GROVES, into the circamstances attending the
stranding of the 8.S. * Hrcror,” at the mouth of
the Tyne, on the 30th day of June 1888.

Report of Court.

The Court, having carefully inquired into the cir-
cumstances attending the above-mentioned shipping
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the annex
hereto, that the stranding of the ‘“ Hector ” was cansed
by the neglect of the master and mate in not attending
to their duties, resulting in the first instance in the dis-
ablement of the propeller, and secondly in the parting
of the hawsers whilst towing into the entrance to the
Tyne, and the Court finds the master and mate both in
defaunlt, and suspends the certificate, No. 01,814, of
Thomas Alfred Harris, the master, for a period of
18 calendar months from the date hereof, and the certi-
ficate, No. 93,706, of William Walker Smith, the chief

mate, for a period of 12 calendar months from the date
hereof.

Dated this 19th day of July 1888,

(Signed)  G. Cikuem, } .
N Avrrep Henry Hrur, [ Justices.

We concur in the above report.

(Signed) C. B. Groves,

Kex~nerT HoRg, }Assessors.

Annew to the Report.

This is an investigation into the ecircumstances
attending the stranding of the s.s. * Hector,” of Sun-
derland, at the entramce to the River Tyne, on the
30th day of June 1888, before George Clengh and
Alfred Henry Hill, Esquires, two of Her Majesty’s
Justices of the Peace, assisted by Captains Hore and
Groves (mautical assessors), held at the Town Hall,
North Shields, on the 17th and 18th days of July 1888.
Mr. F. W. Dendy appeared on behalf of the Board of
Trade; Mr. W. M. Roche represented the master, the

. chief officer being unrepresented. The “ Hector,”

official number 44,550, was a screw stemmer built of
iron in 1863 by Mr. James Laing, at Sunderland, and
was owned by Edward Temperley Gourley and others,
Mr. Gourley having been appointed managing owner on
the 14th of February 1881. She was schooner-rigged and
fitted with 2 compound surface-condensing engines of
200 horse.-power (combined), and was of 1,978'57 gross
and 128368 registered tonnage. From the evidence, 1t
appears that the ‘*Hector” left Hebbhurn-on-Tyne on
the afternoon of the 29th of June 1888, with a cargo of
between 2,600 and 2,700 tons of coal, under the com-
mand of Thomas Alfred Harris, who holds a certificate
of competency No. 01,814. At the time of leaving, the

vessel drew between 22 and 23 feet forward, and 23 fect
6 inches aft. She wasin good condition and well found,
and supplied with four boats, with the pumps in good
order. The complement of the crew was 27 hands all
told., but when the vessel sailed she was short of hands,
having no second mate on board, andno cook, and either
2 or 4 able seamen absent, the remainder of the crew
who were on board consisting of the master, the chief
officer, 3 engineers, boatswain, carpenter, donkeyman,
7 fireman, and either 4 or 6 able seamen. The master
stated that he kicked the second mate ashore for
intoxication, and that the other hands had not turned
up, but he said that he had made arrangements to wait
outside until fresh hands had been sent out in a steam
tug after him. When the vessel got to sea a strong
breeze from N.E. to N.N.E. was blowin g with a heavy
sea, which gradually increased during the night. Az.
cording to the arrangements made, the tug * Ulysses
came off with the remainder of the crew, but owing to the
strong wind and heavy sea then running, hier master re-
fused to go alongside, but said he would lie-by until duy-
light. About 11 p.m. 45 fathoms of mooring chain was
* either rolled or washed overboard, and subsequentlyabout
70 fathoms of rope was lost in a similar manner, part of
which got foul of the propeller, which became jammed.
The engines were moved ahead and astern, and for a
short time the propeller was freed, but about 4 a.m.
some more rope was washed overboard, and it again
became so jammed that the engines never moved
afterwards, and remained disabled in spite of the
efforts of the crew to free them, the crew in their
efforts gelting practically no assistance from the master

or chief mate. At daylight a signal of distress was.

hoisted, and the tug * Star of Hope’’ came up. The
master of the tug asked 200l. to take hold, and the
master of the *“ Hector ” offered 251., gradually coming
down to 21. 10s. The chief engineer, seeing from the
master’s condition that he was unable to make any
agreement, took the matter into his own hands, and
arranged that the amount of payment for the services
to be rendered should be decided by arbitration ashore ;
this was agreed to, and the crew took the rope on
board, and also took charge of the vessel. About half.
an-hour afterwards the steam tug ‘‘ General Gordon”

was engaged on the same terms to assist. These two -

steam tugs towed the ‘‘ Hector * towards the Tyne, off
which port they arrived about 3.40 p-m. of the 30th of
June, and at this time the towline of the ‘* Star of
Hope ” parted. This was replaced by the “ Hector’s ”’
wire rope, and then the towing hook of the ‘¢ “tar of
Hope " gave way. T'he towline of the *‘ General (tordon ”
then parted, and before anything further was done the
“ Hector ” went ashore op the South Pier end, and
afterwards became a total wreck, part of the crew being
taken off by the North Shields lifeboal, and the re.
mainder by the South Shields lifeboat. The first
question asked, namely, \{;mt was the cause of
the casualty, in_reality inVolved, the gist of the
investigation, and the reply thereto placed both the
master and the chief officer in gravé ‘default, because
through their practically total neglect of, as well as
inability to perform, their duty, the loss of this vessel
(happily without the loss of Tlife) must be attributed.
From the very outset no order or discipline seems to have
prevailed; the decks were left uncleared, the watches
were not set, and what is still worse both the master
and chief mate were more or less under the influence of
drink. In consequence of the deck remaining uncleared
the coils of rope went overboard and fouled the screw,
which was in reality the beginning of the end. The
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condition of matters seemed to go from bad to worse:
no officer wag in charge, no one On watch, no one
placed on the look-out, and no attention was paid either
to the steering of the vessel or to the parcelling of the
tow ropes, or generally to the navigation, which natur-
ally resulted in the stranding of the vessel. Under these
cirenmstances the Court suspended the certificates of
both the master and chief officer.

' At the conclusion of the evidence the following
questions were submitted on bebalf of the Board of
Trade:— .

1. What was the cause of the stranding of the vessel P

9. Whether the master was justified in leaving the
Tyne, having regard to the fact thab his second officer
had been sent ashore, and that the vessel was short of
ber complement P . )

3. Whether the master was justified in leaving the
Tyne before the hatches were battened down, ropes and
chains stowed away, and the vessel’s decks unencum-
bered ?

4. Whether proper measures were taken on the
voyage down the river to batten down the hatches and
clear up the decks ?

5. Whether the master and mate were on deck, and
whether they were properly attending to their duties
after the vessel left the dock P

6. Whether when the propeller refused to act every
possible effort was made to clear it ?

7. Whether the master took prompt and proper
measures to obtain assistance P

8. What were the circumstances in which the chief

engineer or crew took charge of the vessel ?

0. Whether, when she was taken in tow, proper
measures were taken to navigate her back to the Tyne,
and whether the master was justified in neglecting to
set sail ?

10. Whether the vessel was navigated with.proper
and seamanlike care P

11. Whether the master and mate, either, or both of
them, were at any time after leaving the Tyne under
the influence of drink, and whether they are, or either
of them is, in default ?

In the opinion of the Board of Trade the certificates
of Thomas Alfred Harris, the master, and William
‘Wallker Smith, the chief mate, should be dealt with.

1. The stranding of the °‘ Hector’ was caused by
the neglect of the master and mate in mnot attending
to their duties, resulting, in the first instance, in the

disablement of the propeller, and, secondly, in the
parting of the hawsers whilst towing into the entrance
of the Tyne.

2. Under ordinary circumstances the master would
have been justified in leaving the Tyne short of hig
complement of hands, after having made arrange.
ment for the remaining hands to be sent out by the
steam tug previous to proceeding on the voyage.

3. The master was justified in leaving the Tyne be-
fore completing the battening down of hatches and
clearing up of decks, but the work should have been
done as rapidly as possible after leaving Hebburn.

4. Proper measures were not taken to batten down
the hatches and clear up the decks whilst going down
the river.

5. The master was on deck at intervals, the mate
scarcely at all, but neither of them were able to attend
to any duties.

6. After the propeller became jammed by ropes
washing overboard and fouling it, the crew made
some efforts to clear it without material assistance
from the master and mate.

7 and 8. A signal of distress was hoisted at daylight;
but when the steam tug ¢ Star of Hope” came along’-
gide, the master appears to have been unable to make
any arrangements for assistance, and under these cir.
cumstances the chief engineer and crew took charge of
the vessel and engaged the services of the tug, payment
to be settled by arbitration, and shortly afterwards a
second tug was engaged on similar terms.

9. Proper measures were not taken to navigate the
vessel back to the Tyne, as no one was in charge of
the deck.

10. The vessel was not navigated with proper and
seamanlike care.

11. Both the master and mate were more or less
under the influence of drink up to the time of stranding.

And the Court finds the master and mate both in
defanlt, and suspends the certificate, No. 01,814, of
Thomas Alfred Harris, the master, for a period of 18
calendar months from the date hereof ; and the certifi-
cate, No. 93,706, of William Walker Smith, the chief
inate,ffor a period of 12 calendar months from the date

ereof.

(Signed) G. CiLEUGH,

Arrrep Henry Hizr, }‘T“tices'

‘We concur in the above judgment.

(Signed) C. B. GrOVES,

Kennerr Horg, }Assessors.
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