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Introduction 

This paper has been written as part of a study of the Glover family.  Captain Thomas Glover1, my wife’s 

Great Great Great Uncle, was sometime captain of the clipper ship Thames City.  Thomas Glover was the 

son of Alderman Terrot Glover JP of South Shields and brother of Sir John Glover, Robert Reaveley 

Glover and Septimus Jonathan Glover, the founders of Glover Brothers, ship brokers and ship owners of 

London. 

There are some interesting aspects to the history of this vessel which extend beyond family and 

maritime history and there is misunderstanding in some of the data already in the public domain.  The 

author concluded, therefore, that a carefully researched and cross referenced paper may be of general 

value. 

Basic Data 

Built in Sunderland in 1856i by D A Douglass of Southwickii 

Official Number 7357iii 

557 tons  - 142ft x 29.5ft x  17.5ftiv 

The sole owner of the vessel was Henry Rounthwaitev, ship owner, of 18 Foyle Street, Sunderlandvi. 

Lloyds Register shows Thames City’s captain as J Glover throughout her life (Figure 1).  We can 

demonstrate that this is incorrect, the master being Thomas Glover for the first few years.  There are 

multiple references to him by name, and it is well documented that his wife bore a son, Richard Muir 

Glover, on board the Thames City in British Columbia.  It is probably that this was an initial transcription 

error, a T being read as a J, which was simply repeated year on year.  We will also see that from June 

1860 onwards her captain was actually James W Sedcole2. 

 

  

                                                           
1
 Thomas Glover, born 31 Oct 1830 in South Shields.  Retired from the sea in 1874 and appointed Dockmaster of 
the Northumberland Dock.  Retired in 1899 and died 3 Dec 1903 in North Shields.  See also Figure 2. 

2
 James Willie Sedcole, 1820 - 1863.  His name is much misspelt in contemporary documents.  See also Appendix A. 
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Working Life 

Research has revealed a reasonably coherent story of the life of the Thames City, though it is by no 

means complete.  Given the high quality of reporting of shipping matters in north eastern newspapers, it 

is perhaps surprising that there are gaps in this narrative, but it should be recognised that local 

newspapers from Sunderland for the period we are interested in are yet to be digitised and made 

available on-line.  The writer has not been able to examine hard copy archives, but will review the 

available data from time to time and update this paper if necessary.   

 

 

We can divide this story into three parts. 

1. India 

Although no report has yet been found for Thames City’s launch, the first reference we have, in The 

Times shipping intelligence reports, shows her arriving at Deal, Kent on 11 April 1856, en-route 

from Sunderland to  Bombayvii.  Given that we know she was launched in 1856, it is probably that 

this was her maiden voyage.  On 18th July 1856 she is recorded arriving in Bombay under the 

command of Captain Gloverviii.   

On 1 Nov 1856, as a result of the Shah of Persia invading Afghanistan, the British Governor General 

declared war and began to assemble a force at Bombay to land in Persia.  Thames City was one of 

23 transport ships chartered by the government to carry an army from India.  See figure 3.  She was 

one of three vessels allocated to transport the Poona Horse cavalry regiment under the command 

of Lt-Col T Tapp.  The force left Bombay during early November and rendezvous at Bandar Abbas on 

24th.  The first action of the war took place  between 5th and 10th December when Thames City was 

involved in the assault on Fort Rushire (Rishahr or Rashir) during the Battle of  Bushire (Bushehr) on 

the Persian Gulfix.   The Poona Horse were landed on 7th. The captain and crew of the Thames City 

and the other transports were commended in despatches for their role in supporting the assault, 

landing troops, horses and stores under difficult circumstancesx.   

It is assumed that Thames City remained in India for the next nine months or so, probably 

supporting the military efforts in Persia, as the force was doubled in January 1857.   

The next clear reference found to Thames City is to her arrival in Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) from 

Bombay on 25 Nov 1857, still under Glover’s commandxi.  Here she loaded 8829 cwt of coffee, 8265 

lb of cinnamon, 19154 gal of coconut oil, 211 cwt of plumbago and 616cwt of coirxii, and sailed for 

London on 8th Feb 1858xiii.  She arrived at Gravesend on 29th May, and entered London Dock two 

days laterxiv.  The broker mentioned is “Bonus”, assumed to be Carter & Bonus of Leadenhall Street. 
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2. British Columbia 

British Columbia became a Crown Colony on 2 August 1858 and the same month shipbrokers Shaw 

Savill & Co3 advertised two ships intended to sail there from London (See figure 4).  Almost 

immediately it was announced that the Thames City, had been chartered by the government to 

carry a detachment of Royal Engineers to British Columbiaxv.   

This expedition has been well documented and was significant in the early development of the new 

colony.  150 officers and men of the REs were selected, under the command of Lt Colonel Moody,  

and the majority travelled on the Thames City. Unusually, any of the married soldiers who wanted 

it, were given free passage for their family to travel with them.  Additionally, subject to good 

conduct, at the end of 6 years they would have an option to stay and be granted 60 acre of land.  

When the detachment was disbanded five years later, 130 NCOs and men opted to settle in British 

Columbiaxvi.  There are several place names now that remember this small group of colonists, 

including Port Moody and Sapperton. 

There is some confusion in contemporary written material about the Thames City.  Shaw Savill 

advertised her as 1,000 tons, and the reports in The Times, which are repeated many times 

elsewhere, say she was of 1,500 tons burden.  This conflicts with the 557 tons listed in Lloyds 

Register and raises a question about the identity of the vessel.  However, a record of the voyage 

was kept by Lt Henry Spencer Palmerxvii and others in a weekly journal, the Emigrant Soldier’s 

Gazette and Cape Horn Chroniclexviii, which was handwritten on board and read aloud to the 

passengers each Sunday;  it was subsequently printed as a souvenir after the voyage.  Number 1 of 

this record states that the Thames City, commanded by Captain Glover, was of 557 tons (see figure 

4). 

The sappers left Brompton Barracks, Chatham on 22 Sep 1858 and boarded the Thames City at 

Gravesend.  They sailed to London Dock, where they supervised the loading of stores and 

suppliesxix.  The Engineer magazine recorded that they took with them “... telegraphic apparatus, 

portable railroads, portable boats, printing presses, steam-engines for the erection of saw mills, 

photographic apparatus and an immense assortment of sapping, mining and other toolsxx. 

The ship left London Docks on 7th October 1858xxi, and left Gravesend on 10th Oct.  She was held at 

The Downs by adverse wind, but finally left on 17th Octoberxxii.  Exact numbers on board vary 

between reports, but the most reliable source is likely to be the Emigrant Soldier’s Gazette which 

records (Figure 4) that 2 officers, 1 surgeon, 118 NCOs and men, 31 sappers’ wives and 34 children 

were carried on board.  Despatches record that Wymond Ogilvy Hamley, customs collectorxxiii, and 

Reverend James Gammage and his wife were also aboardxxiv (Fig 4).  As we will see later, Captain 

Glover’s wife Jane also made the trip.   

They crossed the equator on Monday 22 November and anchored in Port Stanley, East Falkland on 

28 December.  They sailed again on 12th January 1859 and, after rounding Cape Horn, put into 

Valparaiso, Chile on 10th Feb, leaving on 14thxxv.  Whilst they resupplied the ship here, the soldiers 

were not allowed ashore because of the revolutionary conditions there. 

                                                           
3
 Shaw Savill & Co was formed in 1858 when Robert Ewart Shaw and Walter Savill, and several others left the 
employ of Willis, Gann and founded the firm of Shaw, Savill, and Co.  The earliest reference found in March 1858.    
Their business began by offering emigrant passages to New Zealand under the “Passenger Line of Packets” but 
soon expanded to other colonies. 
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Thames City finally anchored in Esquimalt Harbour, Vancouver Island, on 12 April 1859 after some 

187 days voyagexxvi.   See figure 6 for map of voyage. 

A short wrangle ensued, as attempts were made to get permission for Thames City to carry the 

company and stores up the Fraser River, but permission was declined by Shaw Savill & Co because 

of insurance difficulties and the risk of the crew deserting.  The detachments eventually sailed on 

the steamer Eliza Anderson to the Frazer River and created a settlement at Queensborough, later 

renamed New Westminster. 

9 births took place during the voyage, and at least 1 death, a woman who died in childbirth. 

About a month after Thames City, another ship, the barque Briseis, left London with some 300 tons 

of stores for the sappers.  It, however, never arrived, having been destroyed by fire off Brazil on 7th 

December, fortunately without loss of lifexxvii. 

The cost of this trip was expected to be £1270-10-1 (Figure 7), but some inevitable haggling took 

place.  For example it was said that the ships provisions had been insufficient for the journey, and 

that some of the cargo had to be consumed.  A later despatch says that the broker was claiming 

£1,520-1-3, so it is not clear how much was actually paid over in the end.. 

Although we have no detail, Thames City clearly remained in British Columbia for some time, as on 

28 Sep 1859, Captain Thomas Glover recorded the birth of his own son, Richard Muir Glover, 

aboard the Thames City, as reported below. 

 

Glover must have sailed for home soon afterwards, as Thames City was reported off Falmouth from 

Vancouver’s Island on 21 March 1860xxviii and arrived into London on 26th of that monthxxix.  

 

There is a great deal of information about the Royal Engineer’s expedition to British Columbia in the 

public domain for researchers, and a lot of interest from descendants of the soldiers who settled 

there.  This paper has only touched on the subject in-so-far as it is relevant to the Thames City. 
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3. New Zealand 

Through April and May 1860, Thames City was listed as loading at St Katherine’s Dock, London, 

under Glover’s command, and scheduled to sail for Wellington, New Zealandxxx.  Ship Brokers Shaw 

Savill & Co advertised her under their “New Zealand – The Passengers’ Line of Packets” banner (see 

figure 8). 

In the event, after much delay, Thames City was cleared out of London with cargo and passengers 

on 25th July under the command of Captain J W Sedcole.  She collected further passengers at 

Gravesend, from whence she sailed on 27thxxxi.   

Reference to figure 9 will show that she was carrying a significant quantity of livestock, and also 

lists her cabin passengers as follows:- 

 Mr G.W. Jordan and Mrs Jordan    

 Mr Henry Burr 

 Rev. Mr John Wycliffe Gedge and lady       

 Mr G.Mace and Master Mace    

 Mr Henry Graham  

 Miss Barbara Horne  

 Captain Chaytor and his brother (Capt. John Clervaux Chaytor and Edward Chaytor) 

 Mr Charles Hudson 

 Mr Norris and his brother (Messrs G H Norris and A Norris) 
  

It is apparent that there were other passengers in lower classes of accommodation who were not 

listed in the newspapers, but from other sources4 we learn that they included:- 

 Mr & Mrs Charles Gibson, with 8 children. 

 Their daughter and son-in-law, Mr and Mrs Thomas Delamore - of Liverpool (who may or 
may not be included in the 8 above. 

 Mr & Mrs Abraham Abrahams and their daughter – of Holland 

 Mr Adams and his son 

 Mr Cameron 

 Mary Ann DeGrutchey 

 Mr Ferguson 

 Master Horne 
 

One of the passengers booked travel, Jane Wood, joined the vessel in London, then disembarked at 
Gravesend, unhappy with her berth, and then attempted to recover her fare.  The reports of this 
event are included in Figure 10. 

 
A full crew list has not been found, but a number have been identifiedxxxii, including:- 

 

 James Willie Sedcole – Master 

 David Barkly – Chief Mate 

 James Hunt – Boatswain and Acting 2nd Mate 

 Samuel Wright – Able Seaman 

 Isaac Brittain – Able Seaman 

 Edward Martin – Able Seaman 
                                                           
4
 These come from a variety of sources, including other websites, and deduction from obituaries in New Zealand 
Newspaper.  For the sake of brevity they have not been fully cross referenced. 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NHSJ04_04-t1-body1-d12.html
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Thames City arrived in Auckland on 4 Nov 1860 after a voyage of 100 days from The Downs.  The 

New Zealander newspaper (7 Nov 1860) reported her arrival thus:- 

“She sailed thence [The Downs] on the 29
th

 July;  took her final departure from Ushant on the 2
nd

: 

sighted Madeira on the 8
th

; and crossed the Equator, in latitude 18
o
 7’ West, on 26

th
 August.  

Experienced a good North-east Trade carrying it to 14
o
 41 North latitude and, in sixteen days 

afterwards, fell in with a South-east Trade, in latitude 13
o
 20’ South, longitude 23o 47’ West.  

From the 19
th

 of September, in latitude 46
o
 41’ South, longitude 3

o
 4’ East, experienced a 

succession of severe weather, with rain, snow, and hail in heavy squalls all the way to Van 

Diemen’s Land.  Passed the meridian of the Cape of Good Hope in latitude 46
o
 54’ South: ran 

down her Easting between that and the parallel of 51
o
 South;  passed to the Southward, but 

without sighting Van Diemen’s Land: made the Three Kings on the 1
st

 instant, at 5 a.m.,  and the 

Poor Knights on the following morning at 6 o’clock, coming to anchor, off Hobson’s Bay, on 

Sunday night.  The Thames City is a fine, slightly ship. She has brought valuable addition to our 

Colonial livestock in horses, cattle, sheep, deer, hares and other game, the particulars of which 

appear elsewhere.  The principal part of her cargo and the bulk of her passengers are bound for 

Wellington, for which port she will sail this day.”  

Thames City arrived in Wellington on 16th November, amidst much excitement about her cargo.  

The level of importance of such shipments to the settlers, and the range of goods, involved is 

demonstrated by the example advertisements shown in Figure 11.  

It soon became apparent that some of the cargo was damaged, some through movement during 

the voyage, and some, particularly tea, from damp.  Several merchants took legal action against the 

Master, and cases were heard in the Magistratesxxxiii and the Supreme Courtxxxiv.  In both  cases, the 

court found for the Plaintiff.  See also Figure 12.  The processing of these claims resulted in Thames 

City being held in port at Wellington for several months, but on the 25th March she sailed in ballast 

from Wellington to Newcastle, New South Wales, collected a cargo of 790 tons of coal and arrived 

back in Wellington on 14th Aprilxxxv. 

On 19th July she arrived in Auckland after a 12 day run from Wellington, with 184 head of cattle and 

3500lb of butter and having discharged this, left New Zealand in ballast on 25th July bound for 

Guam.xxxvi 

 

The next clear reference we have is to Thames City arriving in Cobija, Bolivia5 in October 1861, from 

Valparadiso, Chilexxxvii.  A later report says that she was carrying a heavy load of guano from 

Valparaiso bound for Pikeki6 and then went on to Mauritius, having suffered storm damage en-

route.  She was reported on berth in Port Louis on 4th March 1862 and to have sailed for London on 

1st April with a cargo of 669,000lb of sugarxxxviii.  On 11th June she was spoken to by an American 

ship at lat 8 north, long 27 west, approximately due west of Freetown. 

On her return voyage she began to take in water and eventually, on or about 22 July she was 

abandoned at 36N, 36W, about 800km south west of the Azoresxxxix.  The crew were rescued by a 

passing American whaling ship and landed safely at Fayal in the Azores.  A fuller account of her loss 

                                                           
5
 Cobija was Bolivia’s major seaport.  Annexed by Chile and later abandoned. 

6
 The author has been unable to establish where this is. 
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appears in Figure 13 and a map in Figure 14.  The records suggest a crew of 20, including the master, 

and no passenger. 

There is clear evidence that Captain Sedcole had his wife, Mary, with him on this voyage, and it is  

possible that their daughter Sarah was also with them.  Another researcherxl says that Capt and Mrs 

Sedcole visited New Zealand in about 1859.  She also believes that Mary died and was buried in 

Mauritius, though no date is given.  The writer’s own research (see Appendix A) has found that 

James and Mary had a child, Christiana, born in New Zealand in 1861, which is fairly conclusive 

evidence that Mary travelled on the Thames City!  James was a widow when he died in 1863.  So it 

looks as though James lost his wife and his ship within a matter of months.  Possibly infant 

Christiana was with him and was rescued from the sinking Thames City, but the record of her loss 

says there were no passenger. 
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Figure 1 - Lloyds Register of Shipping Entries for Thames City 
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Figure 2 – Captain Thomas Glover (1830-1904)  -  Photo dated about 1880 

 

 

Figure 3  -  East India Company's fleet of transports and war-steamers in Bombay Harbour, 

previous to their departure for the Persian Gulf" -  Illustrated London News. 
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Figure  3   Advertisement for Thames City departure for Victoria - 1858 

 

 

Figure 4 - Header and extract from The Emigrant Soldier’s Gazette Number 1 – 6 Nov 1858 
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Figure 5 – Newspaper reports relating to the loading and departure of the Thames City for 
Canada in 1858 

 

  The Times - Tuesday 7 September 1858 

 

Colonel Moody, Royal Engineers, Captain J.M. Grant, 

Captain H.R. Luard, Lieutenant A.R. Lempriere, and 

Lieutenant H.S. Palmer, Mr Siddell, staff assistant-

surgeon, 1 sergeant-major, 1 quartermaster-sergeant, 8 

sergeants, 8 first-corporals, 8 second-corporals, 8 lance-

corporals and about 100 sappers of the Royal 

Engineers, with their families, embark on the 15th inst. 

On board the clipper ship Thames City, 1,500 tons 

burden, for British Columbia, sailing round Cape Horn.  

The detachment is composed of picked volunteers, and 

embraces almost every trade and profession – 

surveyors, draughtsmen, engravers, artists, architects, 

photographers, carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, 

painters, miners, etc., such as only the Royal Engineers 

can produce.  They are armed with the Lancaster rifle 

and Colt’s revolvers, and take out with them provisions 

sufficient to last for some months, and an immense 

quantity of clothing and materials of every description 

likely to be required by the expedition in the new 

colony.  We understand that steam engines, railways 

rails, and other mechanical appliances, either for steam 

or water power, will be sent after the party.  The non-

commissioned officers and men are to receive a very 

liberal rate of colonial pay, and, as a further inducement 

to them, after six years’ faithful service a grant of land 

is to be appropriated to such as are desirous to settle in 

the colony.  From the known character of those engaged 

in the expedition, if supported b the home government, 

no doubt is entertained of a successful issue.  

Considering the practical abilities and experience of 

Colonel Moody, Captain Grant, and the other officers 

appointed, the expedition undoubtedly will be turned to 

good account. 

 

The Times - Tuesday 13 September 1858 

 

MILITARY AND NAVAL INTELLIGENCE 

The Commander-in-Chief reviewed the 100th Regiment at 

Shorncliffe on Wednesday last.  At the close of the review, his 

Royal Highness expressed his satisfaction at the state of 

discipline in which he had found the regiment, and passed a high 

eulogium on the loyalty of the Canadian population in raising so 

fine a body of men at a moment of need. 

Nearly the whole of the volunteers to the Royal Engineers who 

have been selected to proceed with the force of Royal Sappers 

and Miners ordered to British Columbia have arrived at head-

quarters, Brompton Barracks, Chatham, from the various 

companies of Engineers scattered throughout the country, in 

order to embark with the expedition, on Wednesday next, on 

board, the clipper ship Thames City, 1,500 tons.  The 

expedition, it is now decided shall consist of 10 sergeants, 16 

corporals, and about 120 Sappers, the officers at present named 

to accompany them being Colonel Richard Clement Moody, 

who commands the whole force, Captain John Marshall Grant, 

Captain Henry Reynolds Luard, Lieutenant Arthur Reid 

Lempriere, and Lieutenant Henry Spencer Palmer; Assistant-

Staff-Surgeon John V Seddall, M.D., proceeds in medical 

charge of the expedition.  None but the most robust and skilful 

men among the Royal Engineers have been allowed to volunteer 

for this service, as the work they will be called upon to perform 

will be not only attended with some degree of hardships, but 

will also require a great amount of skill.  With this view they 

have been chosen from the various trades and handicrafts of 

which the corps of Royal Engineers is made up.  They include 

not only carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, printers, painters, and 

miners, but also surveyors, artists, engravers, photographers, 

architects, draughtsmen, etc., whose services will all be called 

into requisition.  The pay given by the Government is on a very 

liberal scale, the daily pay of the Engineers in most cases having 

been fixed at 5s., in addition to which it is proposed that, as an 

inducement to faithful service and good conduct, each of the 

Royal Sappers and Miners who shall have served in British 

Columbia for six years, and shall have borne a good character 

during that period, shall be presented by the Government with 

60 acres of land, in addition to the amount of pension to which 

he may be entitled.  The married men proceeding with the 

expedition are to be allowed to take their wives and families 

with them.  Each man will be equipped with the Enfield rifle, 

and it is also intended to furnish him with Colt’s revolver.  The 

stores and clothing of every description required for the 

expedition will be despatched from Chatham to-morrow. 

 



 

Figure 6 – Map of the Route of the Thames City from London to Vancouver – 1858 - 1859 



 

Figure 7 – Requisition for the payment of the cost of transport of the Engineers by Thames City 
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Figure 8 – Transcription of an advertisement from The Times 19 Apr 1860 

 

 

Figure 9 – Passengers and cargo carried to New Zealand 

 

 

 

  

NEW ZEALAND. – The PASSENGERS’ LINE 
of PACKETS 

Ships. Tons. Port. Dock. To  sail. 

Persia 3,500 Auckland London April 25 

Hound 600 Wellington St Katherine’s April 25 

William Miles 2,500 Canterbury Bristol May 5 

The Bride 1,000 
Nelson and New 

Plymouth 
St Katherine’s May 10 

Evening Star 1,600 Otago St Katherine’s May 20 

Thames City 1,000 Wellington St Katherine’s May 25 

Rob Roy 1,600 Auckland St Katherine’s May 30 

All A 1 clipper ships, well founded, ably commanded, and provisioned in 

the most liberal manner.      Apply to Shaw, Savill, and Co., 31 Lead-

enhall street, London, E.C. 

} { 

3 Nov 1860  – Lyttelton Times 
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Figure 10 – A Breach of the Passengers’ Emigration Act?  Jane Wood’s claim  
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Figure 11 – Some example advertisements for goods carried by Thames City  
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Figure 12 – Writ against Captain J W Sedcole – Wellington Independent 15 Jan 1861 
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Figure 13 – The loss of the Thames City – The Wellington Independent 31 Jan 1863 
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Figure 14 – Map showing location where Thames City was abandoned 
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Appendix A  -  James Willie Sedcole 

This brief review is not intended to be a family history, rather sufficient information to confirm that James and 
Mary were not in England at the time of the 1861 census, and were, indeed, in New Zealand.  It may also give some 
reference points for others researching the Sedcole family. 

Born   – 3 Sep 1820 at Aldenham, Hampshire    [Baptism Register] 

Married   – 25 Dec 1846 to Mary Wilson at Sunderland    [Newcastle Guardian 2 Jan 1847] 

Master Mariner  - Certificate issued 1851 in Sunderland 

Known Commands – Ann & Sarah
7
 (1851-52); Jabez (1852-53); Emigrant

8
 (1853-56);  

Died   – 3 Jan 1863 at Sunderland – Master Mariner and Widower     [Probate Register below] 

 

Children   [Listed in Probate Register above]  

Sarah Born about 1847 in Sunderland [1851 census and Register of births – note spelling error as 
Setcole] 

  1851 Census – Living with mother in Sunderland 
  1861 Census – Not found...  could she have gone to New Zealand with her parents?? 
  Married in 1868. 
 
Elizabeth Born 1850 in Sunderland     [1871 census and Register of Births] 

1861 Census – Boarder in Monkswearmouth 
1871 Census – Living at the home of an Aunt and Uncle in Elswick. (Below) 

 
James  Born 1852 in Sunderland     [1871 census and Register of Births] 

1861 Census – Boarder in Monkswearmouth, with sister Elizabeth 
1871 Census - Living at the home of an Aunt and Uncle in Elswick. 

 
Frederick Born 1854 in Sunderland     [1871 census and Register of Births]  
  1861 Census – Living with maternal Grandmother in South Hylton   
  1871 Census – Living at the home of an Aunt and Uncle in Elswick. 
 
Wilson Born 1858, died 1860, both in Sunderland  [Register of births, marriages and deaths] 
 
Christiana  Born 1861 in New Zealand   [NZ Births Register and 1871 Census] 

1871 Census - living with siblings above, at the home of an Aunt and Uncle in Elswick.  

 

                                                           
7
 Built Sunderland 1850 

8
 Built Sunderland 1852 
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1871 Census – 121 Judson Place, Elswick, Newcastle upon Tyne 
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