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1 Introduction 

The Lizzie Webber was built in Sunderland as an emigrant ship and was the first to sail from 

Sunderland to Australia.  As such, she has been of some interest to family historians and her 

departure from Sunderland attracted much festivity and national press coverage. 

She never returned to England after that first trip and little of her subsequent life has been 

systematically researched.  The internet has several snippets of information, all incomplete and 

many inaccurate.  This monograph is an attempt to provide a more complete view, although 

there remain areas of uncertainty. 

2 As-built Data 

Launch date – unknown date in 1852 

Maiden voyage – 31 Jul 1852 

Construction – wood with yellow metal and felt clad. 

Type – Listed in Lloyds Register as a snow, but in all other documents is referred to as a brig. 

Tons Old Measure– 280 Tons New Measure– 213 

Her short career as a British registered ship pre-dates dimensions being shown in Lloyd’s 

Register so these are, at present, unknown. 

3 Builder 

The first question to be addressed is who actually built the Lizzie Webber.   

No reports have been found in any newspapers available on-line for the launch of the Lizzie 

Webber, but there are no Sunderland newspapers yet available for 1852.  There are many 

newspaper reports of Lizzie Webber leaving Sunderland on her maiden voyage, including the 

Illustrated London News which included an engraving of the event,  and these all say that she 

was built by Mr Pile of Sunderland.  This has been picked up and repeated many times over 

during the next 150 years.  As to which Pile this might have been, opinion is divided.   

There were three Pile yards operating at the time, all on the North Sands at Monkwearmouth.  

William & John Pile, father and son (of whom - by then - John was the active partner) had one 

yard.  Next door was William Pile jr. (brother of John) and lastly the yard of Pile & Smart, of 

which the youngest son of William Pile sr, James Pile, was principal.  So three yards, with three 

brothers running them.   



Most recent databases and websites attribute the ship to William Pile jr.  However, an article in 

the Sunderland Echo in 1999 showed the builder as John Pile and we might assume that they 

had access to early newspapers.  Additionally, a well researched paper by Patricia J Storey  

published in 1980 showed the builder as John Pyle, a frequent misspelling in 1850s newspapers, 

which might suggest that she had seen some period documents.  Indeed, she makes several 

references in the paper to the Sunderland Herald, which is not yet available on-line. 

In contradiction to all the above, a prolific local marine historian writing under the pseudonym 

“Blue Peter” looked into this in 1948 (Appendix I) and found that  the Custom House builder’s 

record was signed by W J Bennett, a name associated with  a small number of ships in 1851 and 

1852, but about whom absolutely nothing is known.  Blue Peter assumed that Bennett was a 

shipbuilder in his own right, but as illustrated in Appendix II we can demonstrate that most of 

the ships shown in Custom House records signed by W J Bennett were actually built by John Pile.  

It is the author’s view that W J Bennett was probably foreman or chief clerk at W & J Pile yard, 

and that it was just his signature on the form.  There is no indication at all that Bennett had his 

own shipyard.  I am inclined to entirely discount the claim made in the same article that Lizzie 

Webber was built by John Booth. 

The author’s conclusion, therefore, is that Lizzie Webber was almost certainly built by John Pile, 

ie by W & J Pile. 

4 Maiden Voyage 

Lizzie Webber was built to the orders of Captain Thomas S 

Rowntree1, a Sunderland master mariner (right), and John Webber, 

a timber merchant of Balcombe, Sussex, co-owners of the vessel. 

In some accounts it is said that the ship was named after John 

Webber’s wife, but this is incorrect.  His late wife was named Ann 

and the ship was named after (and by) his daughter Lizzie.  This is 

confirmed by the record of her marriage in 1853 below (though for 

built in Sussex read Sunderland).  How Webber and Rowntree came 

to be associated is unknown. 

 

                                                           
1
 Thomas Stephenson Rowntree, born 1818 (dates vary) in Sunderland. Died 1902 in New South Wales.  As 
Patricia Storey says in her paper, there is some confusion about Rowntree’s date of birth and his parents.  
The author is able to confirm her facts but has found little more to illuminate the issue. See also page 192 at 
this link for a fuller biography. 

http://www.sunderlandecho.com/news/the-ships-that-sailed-to-oz-1-1094333
http://www.ndfhs.org/pdfs/Vol-5-No-4.pdf
http://www.ndfhs.org/pdfs/Vol-5-No-4.pdf
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/rowntree-thomas-stephenson-4518
http://ncb.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Australian-Men-of-mark-Vol.1.pdf
http://ncb.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Australian-Men-of-mark-Vol.1.pdf


The maiden voyage of the Lizzie Webber was accompanied by much pomp and ceremony.  She 

moved out of Sunderland South Docks on 31st July 1852 with a full complement of passengers 

and left the roads the following day.  Accounts of her departure are included in Appendix III.  

Apparently Captain Rowntree’s family sailed with the ship, as did John and Lizzie Webber. 

She passed Deal on 14 August after suffering severe weather and on 16th called at Shoreham 

where John and Lizzie Webber disembarked and returned home to Balcombe2.  

On 19th August a child was born on board to the wife of Lawrence Grey (blacksmith) and was 

named Lizzie Webber Gray.  They passed Start Point on 21st August and arrived in Madeira on 7th 

September.  En-route, on 2nd September, a passenger named John Humble, a butcher from 

Newcastle, died. 

Lizzie Webber left Madeira on 8th September and arrived at Table Bay, South Africa on 28th 

November where they resupplied the ship. 5 days later they sailed for Melbourne which they 

reached on 15th December.  Reports of her arrival record 65 passengers.   It is believed that some 

passengers left the ship here, but more significantly all the crew apparently deserted, intent of 

finding their fortunes in the recently discovered gold fields at Ballarat.  Rowntree mustered a 

new crew, mostly ex-seaman gold diggers wanting to get to Sydney, and on 8th January 1853 

they sailed, arriving in Sydney on 21st with passengers and 300oz of gold dust. 

Newspaper clippings relating to this voyage are included in Appendix III.  

                                                           
2
 Several accounts note that the Webbers embarked at Sunderland, but fail to recognise that they left the ship 
in Sussex, so assume that they sailed to and settled in Australia. 



5 Sydney and Melbourne 

Lizzie Webber was re-registered at Sydney and spent the next six months sailing between Sydney 

and Melbourne with passengers and freight, mostly under Rowntree’s command, but not 

exclusively (see Appendix IV for press clippings and Appendix VI for voyage details).  In the 

middle of the year an act was passed in Victoria 

prohibiting ships over 200 tons from going alongside 

the Melbourne Wharf. This put the Lizzie Webber 

out of the trade, and Captain Rowntree brought his 

vessel to Sydney and put her up for sale (though we 

have no indication that he intended to return to 

England per the clipping right as after the sale 

Rowntree joined in partnership with others to build 

a dry dock at Balmain). 

 

6 Sydney and Launceston 

Lizzie Webber was bought by Henry Fisher in late July 1853.  Fisher was a merchant in Sydney 

and bought the vessel for the trade between Sydney and Launceston.  Later indications are that, 

actually, she was owned 50/50 between Henry and his brother George Fisher.  Captain John 

McKinlay was appointed to command Lizzie Webber and was to retain this command throughout 

Fisher’s ownership period.   

 

1853 marked the end of convict transportation to Tasmania.  Recent gold discoveries in Victoria 

had led to large scale emigration of men, many ex-convicts, from Tasmania.  Lizzie Webber 

established the first direct shipping link between Launceston and Sydney, making a round trip 

every 6 weeks or so, depending on weather and cargos.  It will be seen on a map that 

Launceston is some distance up the River Tamar, making the process of getting into and out or 

port difficult.  Each trip was well advertised in both directions and in most cases details of cargos 

and passengers were published.  Some examples are included in Appendix V, and voyage details 

listed in Appendix VI.   

Passenger trade was so good that in late 1853 the ship was altered to increase passenger 

accommodation. 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5061224
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5061224
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5061224


 

It is notable that numbers of steerage passengers were generally much higher returning to 

Sydney, probably due to the exodus of single men to the gold fields.  Indeed in 1856 it was 

reported in Sydney that a “whole batch of recently released or escaped convicts” landed by 

Lizzie Webber had reverted to their old ways and created a crime wave.  It is also notable that 

there are a significant number of single women in the cabin passenger lists heading for 

Tasmania, perhaps a result of the highly male dominated population demographic in Tasmania 

at that time. 

In about October 1855 a steam tug was introduced on the Tamar and it is noticeable that turn 

around and trip duration times reduced significantly, allowing a service almost every month.  

Always carrying the mails, the service was maintained without significant interruption or 

incident (one minor collision) for four years, Captain McKinlay not missing a single voyage.  Only 

full one crew and passenger list has been found, that for 17 May 1855 ex-Launceston, showing a 

crew of 12 including the master, 9 cabin passengers and 9 steerage passengers (see Appendix V). 

Cargos were of a general nature, including manufactured and agricultural products, together 

with grain and flour, timber and bark, and considerable quantities of alcoholic drink! 

On 17th October 1857 Lizzie Webber 

arrived in Sydney for the last time.  She 

was advertised for a voyage to 

Adelaide in November but her 

departure was delayed and she did not 

sail until 15th December.  In the 

meantime Henry Fisher was in the 

bankruptcy court.  He had bought his 

brother’s 50% share of the ship whilst 

insolvent and immediately mortgaged 

it.  One of the mortgagees was Captain 

McKinlay.   

Lizzie Webber arrived in Adelaide on 31 Dec 1857 with 22 passengers, and still under McKinlay’s 

command and a month later sailed for Singapore. 

 

 



7 The South China Sea 

On 5th February 1858, McKinlay sailed Lizzie Webber out of Adelaide, in ballast and without 

passengers (though she was carrying mails for England for overland onwards carriage), arriving 

in Singapore on 7th April.  There is no record of her moving then for some six months.  However, 

in September it was reported that Captain McKinley had succeeded in selling the vessel and had 

returned to Australia.    

 

The name of the new owner has not been found with certainty, but from October 1858 onwards 

Lizzie Webber was established as a regular trader between Singapore and Brunei/Labuan under 

the command of Captain John Dill Ross, a man who became very wealthy on his China trade.  It is 

thought probable that Captain Ross bought Lizzie Webber himself.  Shipping agent was Koh Eng 

Hoon & Co.  Over the next 5 years a pattern of roughly 2 monthly round trips was maintained.  

Cargo details are scarce, but it is apparent that she carried general cargo as the principle trader 

on this route.  Labuan was just being developed as a coal mining region and Lizzie Webber 

certainly carried some coal, but the tonnages mentioned were small.  Voyage details can be seen 

in Appendix VI but shipping news clippings are not included because of copyright restrictions. 

  



At least one account on the internet says that Ross made several voyages between England and 

China in the Lizzie Webber,  but this is clearly incorrect. 

The most notable incident during this 

period came in July 1862 when Lizzie 

Webber was attacked by pirates near 

Labuan.  This was reported throughout 

Britain in local newspapers, transcribed 

from a report in Singapore newspapers, 

and the account (right) is of a fairly brief 

and straightforward encounter.  

In 1911 Captain Ross’ son, John Dill Ross jr. 

wrote a book entitled Sixty Years’ Life and 

Adventure in the Far East.  It is not clear to 

this reader whether this is meant to be an 

accurate autobiography or a novel loosely 

based on his life, but it is written in the 

third person and he has changed the family 

name to Northwood.  Some ships 

commanded by Captain Ross are correctly 

shown, the Wild Irish Girl and the Lizzie 

Webber, and there is even a photograph of 

“Captain John Dill Northwood”, which is 

presumably of the author’s  father.   

In the book, a highly dramatic account is given of an encounter with the pirates, in which the 

captain’s wife and 4 year old son play a key part and which bears only superficial resemblance to 

the newspaper report above.  Ross jr says in his account that the pirate incident took place on 

Captain Ross’ last trip with Lizzie Webber while his next ship, Don Pedro was being refitted.  

Here we have a problem, as this would make the date of the attack November 1863, and we can 

also show that his next ship was called Labuan.  The article above says the Lizzie Webber 

suffered no injury, but the book says 3 crew members were seriously injured.  It also says the fire 

fight lasted for 3 hours.  Was there a second pirate incident? There is no record of it, nor indeed 

of the dramatic death of the supposedly notorious pirate captain Si Rahman described in the 

book. It is this my view that the account in the book is probably inaccurate and was dramatised 

to sell a book.  Unfortunately, however, it is an account that has been picked up and repeated as 

historical fact many times in printed media and the internet, sometimes naming the fictitious 

Captain Northwood, others more accurately Captain Ross. 

Captain Ross arrived in Singapore from Labuan for the last time in Lizzie Webber on 26 

November 1863 and it is assumed that she was sold about then, as she is shown the following 

month in Singapore harbour under Captain Green whilst Ross was aboard his new ship Labuan. 

 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=njp.32101073008466;view=1up;seq=104
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=njp.32101073008466;view=1up;seq=104


8 Fate of the Lizzie Webber 

The last mention the writer has found in shipping news relating to the Lizzie Webber is on 12 Jan 

1864, sailing from Singapore for Labuan under Captain Green.  Prior to this, as already noted and 

shown in Appendix VI, we have a good, and mostly continuous, history.  She is recorded in the 

Mercantile Navy List in 1864 with Singapore registration, but the next edition to which I have 

access is 1867 and she is not listed.  We can assume that she was lost or sold between these two 

dates. 

As to her fate, there is some confusion and no contemporary reports have been found to help.  

One modern account on the internet says that in 1860 a clipper called Fiery Cross ran aground 

on a reef in the South China Sea, that Lizzie Webber when to help, but herself ran aground and 

was wrecked, the reef being called Lizzie Webber Reef as a result.  It is certainly true that the 

Fiery Cross was wrecked on a reef in the South China Sea  on 4 Mar 1860 (this being reported in 

British newspapers).  It was also reported that the crew were saved.  Lizzie Webber was probably 

in the area at the time, having left Singapore for Labuan on 24 February, but no record has been 

found in Singapore (or any other) newspapers of the rescue of the Fiery Cross crew so we don’t 

know if Lizzie Webber was involved.  However, it is reported in contemporary newspapers that 

the Lizzy (not Lizzie Webber) was chartered to try to recover some of the cargo - which she did 

successfully and returned to Singapore unharmed.  Having said that, there is indeed a Lizzie 

Webber Reef in the South China Sea,  at 8°3'57"N  113°10'43"E, but there is also a reef named 

Fiery Cross Reef, at 9°36'44"N - 112°57'55"E, 185km from Lizzie Webber Reef, and it seems 

much more likely that this is where the Fiery Cross was lost.  To add to the muddle, a book called 

The China Clippers by Basil Lubbock says that Fiery Cross was wrecked in autumn 1869, which is 

demonstrably incorrect. 

We know from on-going shipping news that Lizzie Webber was NOT wrecked in 1860, but it 

seems entirely possible that Lizzie Webber was lost on the eponymous reef in 1864 and that the 

stories have become confused.  No reports of any kind have been found so this is pure 

speculation.   

 

  



We should perhaps finally note that in the “spoken to” reports in Lloyds List, there was a report 

in 1854 of Lizzie Webber being off the coast of Africa, London for Madras.  As we know she was 

in Launceston at the time, this was clearly a mistaken identity, a misreading of flags presumably.  

In 1868 and 1869 there were 2  similar reports – this time Liverpool for Bombay - which again 

this writer is inclined to treat as mistaken identity.  If they had been valid, we would have seen 

evidence that as ship called Lizzie Webber had been in Liverpool, and there is none. 
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Lizzie Webber – by Frederick Garling 

 

Lizzie Webber off Gabo Island, New South Wales – by Frederick Garling 

  



APPENDIX I – WHO BUILT LIZZIE WEBBER? 

  



APPENDIX II – W J Bennett 

As described in Section 2, the Custom House records (and by derivation “Blue Peter” above) suggest 

that Lizzie Webber, along with several other ships, was built by W J Bennett.   The Custom House 

records actually show 6 named ships as having been “built” by W J Bennett.  These are Norna 392t 

(1851), Formosa 406t (1852), Henry Ellis 401t (1852), Lizzie Webber 213t (1852), Mary Ridley 411t 

(1852) and Spinning Jenny 488t (1852). 

The clippings below relate to the launches of four of these six ships and demonstrate beyond doubt 

that they were actually built by John Pile.   

Norna, shown in LRS as 460t gross, 392t net, was, as shown below, built by John Pile. 

Formosa, shown in LRS as 450t gross, 406t net, was, as shown below, built by J Pile 

 

 

Spinning Jenny, as shown below, built by John Pile.  

 

 



Henry Ellis, shown in LRS as 464t gross, 401t net, was, as shown below, built by John Pile. 

 

 

No records for the launch of Lizzie Webber or Mary Ridley have yet been found, but it is this writer’s 

opinion that there is sufficient evidence here to be very confident that they too were built by John 

Pile.  



APPENDIX III – PRESS CLIPPINGS RELATING TO LIZZIE WEBBER’S VOYAGE TO 

AUSTRALIA 1852-3 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



APPENDIX IV – PRESS CLIPPINGS RELATING TO LIZZIE WEBBER’S SERVICE 

BETWEEN SYDNEY AND MELBOURNE – 1853 

The clippings below are illustrative.  Every journey was advertised and passenger names and cargo 

reported.  Researcher seeking more complete information can find it amongst the Australian 

newspaper archives at the National Library of Australia website.  Additionally the Public Records 

Office, Victoria, holds lists of passengers embarking at Melbourne for Sydney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/search?adv=y


APPENDIX V – PRESS CLIPPINGS RELATING TO LIZZIE WEBBER’S SERVICE 

BETWEEN SYDNEY AND LAUNCESTON – 1853 TO 1857 

The clippings below are illustrative.  Every journey was advertised and passenger names and cargo 

reported.  Researcher seeking more complete information can find it amongst the Australian 

newspaper archives at the National Library of Australia website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/search?adv=y


 

 

 

  



APPENDIX VI – LIZZIE WEBBER LOG OF VOYAGES AND EVENTS 

The table below has been generated from shipping news in newspapers published in Britain, 

Australia and Singapore. 

Date Event Captain 

   

1852 Built by Pile in Sunderland (which one??)  

31 Jul 1852 Sailed from Sunderland Docks for Port Philip – 1st emigrant ship to do so. 

Passenger list.  Lots of media coverage. 

Rowntree 

14 Aug 1852 Passed Deal  

16 Aug 1852 Called at Shoreham and dropped off Mr Webber and his daughter Lizzie Rowntree 

19 Aug 1852 Birth of a child, named Lizzie Webber Grey  

21 Aug 1852 Passed Start Point Rowntree 

2 Sep 1852 Death of John Humble, butcher  

7 Sep 1852 At Madeira, sailed on 8th Rowntree 

28 Oct 1852 Arrived at Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, “for refreshments”  

2 Nov 1852 Sailed from Cape for Port Philip Rowntree 

15 Dec 1852 Arrived Melbourne with 64 or 65 passengers (Geelong Advertiser and others). 

Crew deserted to go gold prospecting at Ballarat and Rowntree mustered a new crew of 

ex seaman diggers who wanted to get to Sydney. 

 

   

1853   

8 Jan 1853 Left Melbourne for Sydney  

21 Jan 1853 Arrived Sydney with passengers and 300oz gold dust. Rowntree 

24 Jan 1853 Advertised (and loading cargo at Willis’ Wharf) for Melbourne Rowntree 

20 Feb 1853 Left Sydney for Melbourne  9 cabin and 87 steerage passengers Rowntree 

1 Mar 1853 Arrived Melbourne.  Advertised for Sydney, Capt Rowntree Rowntree 

13 Mar 1853 Left Melbourne for Sydney  

19 Mar 1853 Arrived Sydney with 89 passengers Armstrong?? 

5 Apr 1853 Left Sydney for Melbourne.  18 cabin passengers and 65 steerage Rowntree 

20 Apr 1853 Arrived Melbourne. Rowntree 

6 May 1853 Left Melbourne for Sydney D E McKellar 

11 May 1853 Arrived Sydney from Melbourne D E McKellar 

27 May 1853 Left Sydney for Melbourne. Rowntree 

28 May 1853 Collided with barque Augusta losing a section of bulwark  

8 Jun 1853 Arrived Melbourne with 38 passengers Rowntree 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/Indexes/PassengerLists/LizzieWebber.html


Date Event Captain 

4 Jul 1853 Left Melbourne for Sydney Walter Todd 

 To be sold at auction on arrival in Sydney  

13 Jul 1853 Arrived Sydney from Melbourne Walter Todd 

15 Jul 1853 Advertised for Moreton Bay, but this rescinded 8 August. Walter Todd 

21 Jul 1853 Sold to Mr Henry Fisher John McKinlay 

21 Aug 1853 Left Sydney for Launceston with mails  

30 Aug 1853 Arrived Launceston with 13 cabin and 5 steerage passengers McKinlay 

15 Sep 1853 Left Launceston for Sydney with mails McKinlay 

22 Sep 1853 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 22 passengers and cargo McKinlay 

14 Oct 1853 Left Sydney for Launceston with mails McKinlay 

24 Oct 1853 Arrived Launceston with abt 14 cabin and 10 steerage passengers McKinlay 

9 Nov 1853 Left Launceston for Sydney  

15 Nov 1853 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with passengers and cargo McKinlay 

28 Nov 1853 Passenger accommodation being increased  

14 Dec 1853 Left Sydney for Launceston with mails and passengers McKinlay 

23 Dec 1853 Arrived Launceston from Sydney  

   

1854   

3 Jan 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinlay 

12 Jan 1854 Death of child passenger Maria Elizabeth Eglantyne  

16 Jan 1854 Death of passenger Thomas Turner  

20 Jan 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinlay 

6 Feb 1854 Sailed from Sydney for Launceston with passengers, including the captain’s wife McKinlay 

13 Feb 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinlay 

26 Feb 1854 Reported at 60 58’ N, 220 54’ W (mid Atlantic west of Sierra Leone), 25 days out, 

London for Madras.  MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

 

27 Feb 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney with mails in ballast with a single passenger McKinlay 

3 Mar 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinlay 

21 Mar 1854 Sailed from Sydney for Launceston  

27 Mar 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney with 2 cabin and 4 steerage passengers McKinlay 

10 Apr 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney.  Passengers including captain’s wife and 5 others in cabin, 

5 in steerage. 

McKinlay 

16 Apr 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinlay 

7 May 1854 Sailed from Sydney for Launceston.  Cargo included 62tons of coal  

22 May 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney with 2 cabin passengers, having been delayed by wind McKinlay 



Date Event Captain 

3 Jun 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney.  11 cabin and 2 steerage passengers McKinley 

8 Jun 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

5 Jul 1854 Left Sydney for Launceston McKinley 

20 Jul 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

29 Jul 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney with 8 cabin passengers. McKinley 

5 Aug 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

1 Sep 1854 Left Sydney for Launceston.  1 cabin and 8 steerage passengers McKinley 

15 Sep 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

25 Sep 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney.  7 cabin and 9 steerage passengers McKinley 

7 Oct 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

24 Oct 1854 Left Sydney for Launceston McKinley 

31 Oct 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney.  6 Cabin and 6 steerage passengers McKinley 

12 Nov 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney. McKinley 

16 Nov 1854 Arrived Sydney from Launceston.  6 Cabin and 8 steerage passengers McKinley 

9 Dec 1854 Left Sydney for Launceston McKinley 

16 Dec 1854 Arrived Launceston from Sydney.  6 Cabin passengers McKinley 

31 Dec 1854 Left Launceston for Sydney.  6 Cabin and 6 steerage passengers McKinley 

   

1855   

6 Jan 1865 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

25 Jan 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston.  9 Cabin passengers McKinley 

1 Feb 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

14 Feb 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney.  9 Cabin and 10 steerage passengers McKinley 

21 Feb 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

13 Mar 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston.  14 cabin passengers McKinley 

22 Mar 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

30 Mar 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney. McKinley 

8 Apr 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston.  4 Cabin and 22 steerage passengers McKinley 

28 Apr 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston.  4 cabin passengers McKinley 

9 May 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

17 May 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney.  12 Cabin and 9 steerage passengers.  Much delayed by 

winds. 

McKinley 

6 Jun 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston.  Full crew and passenger list here McKinley 

28 Jun 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston McKinley 

http://marinersandships.com.au/1855/06/014liz.htm


Date Event Captain 

5 Jul 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

17 Jul 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney.   McKinley 

26 Jul 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 15 passengers McKinley 

14 Aug 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

21 Aug 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

1 Sep 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney.   McKinley 

8 Sep 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

20 Sep 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston with 8 passengers.   McKinley 

6 Oct 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

18 Oct 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney.  6 Cabin and 18 steerage passengers. McKinley 

27 Oct 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 25 passengers McKinley 

14 Nov 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

~~Oct 1855 Steam tug introduced on River Tamar.  

23 Nov 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

2 Dec 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney.  6 Cabin and 18 steerage passengers. McKinley 

5 Dec 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

20 Dec 1855 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

26 Dec 1855 Arrived Launceston from Sydney.  2 cabin passengers. McKinley 

   

1856   

5 Jan 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney.  1 cabin passenger, 14 steerage. McKinley 

11 Jan 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

1 Feb 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

6 Feb 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney.  5 cabin passengers McKinley 

20 Feb 1855 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

27 Feb 1855 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

22 Mar 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

29 Mar 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney with 8 cabin passengers McKinley 

4 Apr 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

15 Apr 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

7 May 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

22 May 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

6 Jun 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

13 Jun 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 



Date Event Captain 

25 Jun 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

2 Jul 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

15 Jul 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

20 Jul 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

2 Aug 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

13 Aug 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

20 Aug 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

27 Aug 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

11 Sep 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

26 Sep 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney with 5 cabin passengers McKinley 

4 Oct 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

12 Oct 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 25 steerage passengers McKinley 

8 Nov 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston with 7 cabin passengers McKinley 

18 Nov 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

28 Nov 1856 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

2 Dec 1856 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 15 passengers McKinley 

13 Dec 1856 Left Sydney for Launceston with 8 cabin passengers.   McKinley 

20 Dec 1856 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

   

1857   

1 Jan 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

6 Jan 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 5 cabin and 8 steerage passengers McKinley 

28 Jan 1857 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

2 Feb 1857 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

11 Feb 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

20 Feb 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

7 Mar 1857 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

16 Mar 1857 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

30 Mar 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney with 6 cabin and 15 steerage passengers. McKinley 

10 Apr 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

29 Apr 1857 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

23 May 1857 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

30 May 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

11 Jun 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston with 6 cabin passengers McKinley 



Date Event Captain 

27 Jun 1857 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

7 Jul 1857 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

17 Jul 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney with 2 cabin and 5 steerage passengers McKinley 

29 Jul 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston  McKinley 

11 Aug 1857 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

17 Aug 1857 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

28 Aug 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

1 Sep 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

20 Sep 1857 Left Sydney for Launceston.   McKinley 

29 Sep 1857 Arrived Launceston from Sydney McKinley 

12 Oct 1857 Left Launceston for Sydney McKinley 

17 Oct 1857 Arrived Sydney from Launceston McKinley 

16 Nov 1857 Advertised for Adelaide, but departure delayed McKinley 

12 Dec 1857 Henry Fisher (50% owner) purchased the other 50% from his brother, George Fisher, 

for £1,250.  HF already in debt and mortgaged the vessel immediately, one of the 

mortagees being her captain. 

 

15 Dec 1857 Left Sydney for Adelaide McKinley 

31 Dec 1857 Arrived Adelaide from Sydney with 22 cabin passengers McKinley 

   

1858   

5 Feb 1858 Sailed from Adelaide for Singapore in ballast and without passengers McKinley 

7 Apr 1858 Arrived Singapore from Adelaide in ballast McKinley 

31 Jul 1858 In Singapore roads  

13 Sep 1858 Report that Capt McKinlay had sold Lizzie Webber in Singapore for $10,000 (Australian 

assumed) and had returned to Australia 

 

11 Oct 1858 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan John Dill Ross 

23 Nov 1859 Sailed from Brunei3 J D Ross 

13 Dec 1858 Arrived Singapore from Brunei   J D Ross 

   

1859   

7 Feb 1859 Arrived Singapore from Brunei  J D Ross 

23 Feb 1859 Sailed from Singapore for Brunei J D Ross 

20 Apr 1859 Left Brunei J D Ross 

14 May 1859 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

                                                           
3 Papers spell this as Brune or Bruni, but contemporary spelling Brunei has been used throughout for clarity. 



Date Event Captain 

28 May 1859 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan/Brunei J D Ross 

21 Jun 1859 Left Brunei J D Ross 

11 Jul 1859 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

1 Aug 1859 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

9 Sep 1859 Left Brunei J D Ross 

27 Sep 1859 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

10 Oct 1859 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan and Brunei J D Ross 

23 Nov 1859 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

4 Dec 1859 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

   

1860   

1860 Port of Registry changed to Singapore.  Shipping agent Koh Eng Hoon & Co  

14 Jan 1860 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

24 Feb 1860 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

1 Apr 1860 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

30 Apr 1860 Sailed from Singapore for Borneo J D Ross 

5 Jun 1860 Left Brunei J D Ross 

18 Jun 1860 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

2 Jul 1860 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan and Bunei J D Ross 

11 Aug 1860 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

29 Aug 1860 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

24 Sep 1860 Left Brunei J D Ross 

12 Oct 1860 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

25 Oct 1860 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

23 Nov 1860 Left Brunei J D Ross 

29 Nov 1860 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

12 Dec 1860 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

   

1861   

15 Jan 1861 Left Brunei J D Ross 

23 Jan 1861 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

4 Feb 1861 Sailed from Singapore for Brunei J D Ross 

9 Mar 1861 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

19 Mar 1861 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

http://www.shippedia.com/port.php?p=177&y=1860


Date Event Captain 

7 May 1861 Arrived Singapore from Brunei J D Ross 

20 May 1861 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan/Brunei J D Ross 

15 Jun 1861 Left Labuan J D Ross 

1 Jul 1861 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

11 Jul 1861 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

27 Jul 1861 Left Labuan J D Ross 

13 Aug 1861 Arrived from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

31 Aug 1861 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

19 Sep 1861 Left Labuan J D Ross 

8 Oct 1861 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

   

13 Nov 1861 Left Labuan J D Ross 

23 Nov 1861 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

3 Dec 1861 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

28 Dec 1861 Left Labuan J D Ross 

   

1862   

7 Jan 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

4 Feb 1862 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

27 Feb 1862 Left Labuan J D Ross 

8 Mar 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

18 Mar 1862 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

24 Apr 1862 Left Labuan J D Ross 

18 May 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

24 Jun 1862 Left Labuan J D Ross 

1 Jul 1862 Labuan for Singapore - Pirate attack on voyage J D Ross 

9 Jul 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

17 Jul 1862 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

5 Aug 1862 Left Labuan J D Ross 

25 Aug 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan.  Cargo inc 20 tons of Labuan coal. J D Ross 

7 Sep 1862 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

25 Sep 1862 Left Labuan J D Ross 

12 Oct 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

22 Oct 1862 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 



Date Event Captain 

12 Nov 1862 Left Labuan J D Ross 

26 Nov 1862 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

6 Dec 1862 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

   

1863   

6 Jan 1863 Left Labuan J D Ross 

12 Jan 1863 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

   

13 Mar 1863 Left Labuan J D Ross 

21 Mar 1863 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

3 Apr 1863 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

12 May 1863 Left Labuan J D Ross 

30 May 1863 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

10 Jul 1863 Left Labuan J D Ross 

26 Jul 1863 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

11 Aug 1863 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan J D Ross 

26 Nov 1863 Arrived Singapore from Labuan J D Ross 

31 Dec 1863 In harbour, Singapore Green 

   

1864   

12 Jan 1864 Sailed from Singapore for Labuan Green 

 NO FURTHER REPORTS OF ANY KIND FOUND  

   

 


